Book Reviews
(4=Highly Recommended; 3=Recommended; 2=Recommended with Reservations; 1=Not Recommended.)

Dear Lord, They Want Me to Give the Devotions! by  John D. Schroeder and Shane Groth (Adult Nonfiction, 242.2 SCH)

I found this book to be very interesting and a great book to look to if you want a great devotion. There are a lot of different types of devotions to choose from. Very interesting to read. 3 - Recommended. (Reviewed by Martha Moore, 7/13/08)

Great People of the Bible and How They Lived, Readers Digest (Adult Nonfiction, 220.9 REA)

This book presents a different way of understanding and enjoying the great stories of Biblical history. Details of everyday life at that time are better understood today thanks to the discoveries of modern archeology. Insights and discoveries are explained in clearly readable texts, supplemented by carefully researched drawings. Maps show the places where the people of the Bible built their cities, fought their wars, and followed their faith. I especially enjoyed reading the details of everyday life, including the food they ate, the clothes they wore, the type of homes they had, weapons that soldiers used, and family life. More than two hundred color photos show Biblical sites and artifacts that still exist today. This is a book for all ages and especially for those who enjoy reading history. 4 - Highly Recommended. (Reviewed by Velma Farrar, 7/13/08)

Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust, by Immaculee Ilibagiza (Adult Nonfiction, 282.092 ILI)
In Africa, tribal warfare is nothing new. In Rwanda, the Tutsi and the Hutu tribes have been rivals for thousands of years. In the early 1990's, their rivalry erupted into one of the worst genocides in history.

Immaculee Ilibagiza tells her story of survival in this riveting book. Reluctantly hidden by a Hutu Christian pastor in his large house, she and seven other women spent 91 days crammed into a 3x4 foot bathroom, eating only when the pastor was able to hide enough food from the rest of the household, compelled to remain absolutely silent lest their Hutu pursuers find and kill them. She tells of learning to speak to her fellow prisoners by signs so they could shift position. She tells of Hutus repeatedly searching the house, coming within inches of the hidden bathroom, calling her to come out so they could chop her up. And, she tells how prayer sustained her, and led her through the terror and the hatred to forgiveness.

This profound and moving book will lead you to reexamine your faith as you never have before. Written in a simple and straightforward style, it is easily read but not easily forgotten. 4 – Highly Recommended. (Reviewed by Sandy Keeney, 7/28/08)

The Pasture, by Alice Black (Adult Nonfiction, 811 BLA)

A small book of poems by our own Alice Black. Her observations cover such varied topics as marriage, faith, thrift, jaywalkers, Kansas, growing up on a farm, and sending a son to Vietnam. They are all gems of humor and wisdom. This is a great book to savor on your porch swing with a tall glass of iced tea. 4 - Highly Recommended. (Reviewed by Sandy Keeney, 6/24/08)

A Skeleton in God's Closet, by Paul L. Maier (Adult Fiction, FIC MAI)

While on a dig in Israel, archaeologist and biblical scholar Dr. Jonathan Weber makes the find of a lifetime: the bones of Jesus! But the discovery shakes Christianity to its very foundations by challenging the basis of the faith: the resurrection of Christ. Dr. Weber sets out to find the truth about this astonishing find. 

       
This suspense novel kept me up until the small hours of the morning. Paul Maier's thorough knowledge of Scripture, of the academic world and of archaeological science has helped him produce a very believable page-turner. The story doesn't get bogged down in detail, though: Maier keeps it moving. My only criticism might be that Maier seems to like italics too much. Overall, though, this is a very good read. 3, Recommended. (Reviewed by Sandy Keeney, 6/24/08)

More Than a Skeleton, by Paul L. Maier (Adult Fiction, FIC MAI)

       
There are many parallels between Joshua Ben-Yosef of 20th century Israel and Jesus of the 1st century: a Galilean born in Nazareth, to parents named Mary and Joseph, who becomes an itinerant preacher, performs miracles and raises the dead. Has Jesus Christ returned, or is it an elaborate hoax? In this sequel to A Skeleton in God's Closet, the skeptical Dr. Weber returns to lead the investigation.

       
Many sequels are a disappointment, but this one lives up to the standard of the first book with no problem. The italics are back, but so is the fast-paced suspense. Another good read that will keep you up far into the night. 3, Recommended. (Reviewed by Sandy Keeney, 6/24/08)
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